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TECHNICAL RAW MATERIALS.

acteristic red-yellow splashed West Indian and the red-brown mottled
Egyptian shells are of much lesser value. At present the light or pure
yellow material from the marginal and ventral plates is especially sought
after. The dorsal plates differ in value according to their position. The
two middle side plates on each side lead as to size and thickness and are
known as the " chief plates"; next follow in point of value the two



FIG. 259.   Tortoise Shell in Cross-section.    Xsoo circa.    (O. NEBESKI.)
The drawing represents the appearance in water, also the boundary lines seen after
treatment with potash.
anterior side plates and the two posterior, the four keeled central plates,
and the five-cornered head plate.
The plates of the green turtle and other species are also utilized; the
former, being of a uniform color, is usually colored artificially in imitation
of true tortoise shell.
As a preliminary preparation tortoise shell is first cleaned by sand-
papering or shaving with glass, then pressed between the wanned plates
of a screw press and allowed to cool in the press. The material is used
for numerous articles, among which are boxes, combs, hairpins, fans,
eye-glass frames, veneer, buttons, and various trinkets.